A 61-year-old woman with a history of left dorso-lumbar scoliosis and severe dorso-lumbar kyphosis underwent surgical treatment of a spinal deformity.
Iatrogenic aortic injuries after spinal column surgery are rare, but they are even less frequent after a posterior instrumentation. 1, 2 These lesions usually are discovered in the postoperative control CT scan, although this method did not provide an accurate diagnosis. Because of this, we consider that TEE is very useful to confirm aortic wall lesions, given that it allows assessment of the aortic wall integrity. Endovascular treatment provides a less invasive and a potentially less morbid alternative to open surgery.
